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June’s character traits are Tolerance & Kindness 
Tolerance: Having respect for the opinions, beliefs and actions of others. 

Kindness: To be gentle and generous towards others. 
 

Monthly Events 

 
    June 6th   3rd Grade to Buffalo Naval Park 

    June 8th   5th Grade to Allegany State Park 

       4th Grade to Lockport Locks 

    June 12th  5th Grade Play – 7:00 PM 

    June 14th   Flag Day 

       PreK Picnic 5:30 – 7:30 PM 

    June 15th   Grade 5 NASA Virtual Field Trip 

       Grade 2 Buffalo Zoo Trip 

       Kindergarten to Hidden Valley Nature Park 

       Grade 1 to Allegany State Park  

    June 18th  PTO Meeting  

Lip Sync 6:00 PM 

June 19th   Noon Dismissal 

       Field Day 

    June 20th   Noon Dismissal 

       First Day of Summer 

    June 21st  Noon Dismissal 

       LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
Important Notice from the Cafeteria: 

Please remember to plan ahead and include the last few days of school when you are paying off your child’s lunch 

account balance. If your child owes more than $2.50 on the last day of school, they will not receive their report 

card. 

 

Communication and Information: 
Message from the Principal, Mrs. Poulin: 

 A Good Life Starts with Good Manners 

As the year winds down, we enjoy congratulations for a job well done and excitement for an 

upcoming summer. This time of year brings with it countless opportunities to practice good manners in 

offering others kind words of support and encouragement. In planning and researching for this month’s 

newsletter I have been thinking a lot about the idea of good manners. (I will spare you and not describe 

the recent situation that made me think of the need for good manners.) I came across an interesting 

piece written by one of my favorite authors, John Rosemond. As I read the article below, it made me 

reflect on how we have been meeting recently to discuss the new Federal Requirements for  



 

 

anti-bullying policies and nondiscrimination policies. Yes, we should hold children accountable for their 

behavior. You have heard me say before: parents shouldn’t defend their children when they are wrong. 
There is a very dangerous consequence that children won’t learn how to be responsible citizens, but 

rather highly unproductive and unsociable.  

It is vital that the adults stand firm and hold children accountable for their behavior. As adults, 

we can also hold ourselves accountable and try our very best to set a good example. During these 

planning discussions, I continually thought to myself how important it is that we, the adults, model good 

manners for children to aide them in developing strong character. We must model speaking kindly to one 

another and set a good example while we are at little league, at the store, in the car and simply at home 

speaking with one another. We can open doors, remove hats, help someone with their bags, offer a kind 

hello, refrain from saying something negative or simply tell someone to have a nice day.  

As our children watch TV and other forms of media nowadays, they are bombarded with 

examples of rude behavior. We are fighting an uphill battle, but it is an important battle we must win. 

There are countless times a day when we interact with others that we can model following rules, being 

positive, being kind and demonstrating polite manners. Children do, after all, learn from watching the 

grown ups. Let’s try everyday to give our children the gift of good examples. 

 

Wishing you a great summer filled with positive conversation, sportsmanlike play, polite manners and 

good character building! 

 

I hope you take the time to enjoy reading the article below by writer and psychologist, John Rosemond. 

 

Good manners = good life for kids 

February 1, 2012 

The Charlotte Observer  

 

Feelings have been the paramount consideration in raising children since the late 1960s, when parents 

became persuaded that they should no longer take their cues from their own upbringing, but from 

psychologists and other mental health professionals. As a consequence, the focus of American parenting 

veered sharply away from training the child's character and mind toward that of protecting his feelings 

from insult (i.e., disappointment, failure, embarrassment and other basic facts of life) and elevating his 

opinion of himself.  

Proper parenting, the new experts said, was a matter of being sensitive to and acting in accord with the 

feelings that issued from one's child. Psychologist Thomas Gordon, author of "Parent Effectiveness 

Training," the best-selling parenting book of the 1970s, said that because children do not like being 

told what to do, adults should not tell them what to do. Children who submit to their parents' authority, 

Gordon said, grow to be adults who "fill the offices of psychologists and psychiatrists."  

We now know, of course, that this isn't true. Research psychologist Diana Baumrind's decades-long 

study of parenting outcomes finds that the most well-adjusted children come from households presided 

over by parents who are loving but unequivocally authoritative - parents who, in other words, adhere to 

a traditional (pre-1970s, nonpsychological) parenting model. It turns out that the very parenting model 

promoted by the mental health community compromises child mental health!  

 



 

 

Indeed, the mental health of America's children has been in free fall since the 1960s. Today's child is 

much more likely to become seriously depressed, commit suicide or become a bully.  

Feelings can enrich one's life. But unless they are governed by reason, feelings are unruly and 

destructive beasts. People who are ruled by their feelings say stupid things, make stupid decisions and 

fail to learn from experience.  

The child mental health crisis in America is the result of raising children who have lots of emotions but 

no emotional resilience. They're full of self-esteem but have little respect for others. This cannot lead 

to a satisfying life.  

It's not complicated: The emotionally sturdy person is characterized by a high level of respect for 

other people, not a high level of self-regard. Instead of wanting attention from people, he pays 

attention, looking for opportunities to serve. That's what good manners are all about, and learning good 

manners is where the Good Life starts. 
 

Message from Mrs. Golly, School Nurse: 

Dear Parents, Students, 

 This will be the final letter I write to you as school nurse at Ellicottville Central 

School.  On August 30th, I will end 20 years as your school nurse.  The message I bring to you 

today is simple and heartfelt:  I love Ellicottville Central, and I feel deeply honored to have 

been given the privilege of working with such wonderful students, parents and coworkers. 

 It is difficult for me to summarize in a single letter the incredible experiences I have had over 

the past 20 years. Most importantly, though, I have cherished the opportunity to meet and work with 

such awe-inspiring faculty, staff, students and parents.  It’s been a joy to watch the children of this 

community grow-up to become fine men and women. 

 Thank you for allowing me to serve as your school nurse.  It has truly been a pleasure! 

 

Warmest regards, 

Diana Golley, RN 

 

Message from the PTO: 

Lip Sync 

The PTO Annual Lip Sync is on Monday, June, 18th at 6:00pm in the High School Cafeteria.  

Students in grades 4th – 8th are able to perform in this event.  Anyone is able to come and watch 

the performance.  This is a very exciting event that the students look forward to 

each year! 

 

Field Day 

Our annual field day is scheduled for Tuesday, June 19th.  If you would like to 

volunteer with this event please contact Melanie VanWicklin at 699-4578 .   

 

Box Tops 

Please continue to collect Box Tops over the summer.  You can save them and bring them back in 

the fall when school starts or you may also drop them off in our collection boxes located at TOPS  



 

 

Market in Ellicottville or at the Great Valley Post Office.   We have received several Box Tops at 

all three locations! We will be sending our next shipment at the end of June.  Thank you!!! 

 

 

Get Involved! 

Come find out what the PTO is doing and get involved.  PTO continues to help the students and 

community.  It can’t be done without all of the volunteers!  Our next meeting is Tuesday, June 

18th at 3:15pm in the elementary art room.  We will be voting new officers and finalizing end of 

the year business.   We are in need of a Vice President and a Secretary for the next school 

year.   

 

Message from Mr. LaCroix, Guidance: 

As this school year comes to an end, I would once again like to say how enjoyable it is working 

with the students here at ECS.  We were able to introduce some new groups this year, as well as 

continue with most of the groups we have done in the past.  I feel our students have done a great job 

with Mrs. Poulin’s challenge to step in and put a stop to students criticizing and being mean to others.  

It is much more rewarding to give someone a compliment and look for the good in people…and will make 

you feel great about yourself.  Together, we can make this school an enjoyable place for everyone to 

come to.  We will continue with our 2nd Step programs next year, which will hopefully continue to 

encourage our students to treat others with dignity and respect. 

 To all the parents, please do not hesitate to contact me next year with any concerns you may 

have.  I love meeting with as many students as I can, even if it’s for only a few times.   

  I hope everyone has an enjoyable, warm summer, and I look forward to all the joys and 

challenges that next year will bring.   

 

The “We Care” Rules 

We listen to each other. 

Hands are for helping, not for hurting. 

We use caring language. 

We care about each other’s feelings. 

We take responsibility for what we say and do.  

 


